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Translation

SPEECH
By
Samdech Vibol Sena Pheakdei SAY CHHUM
President of the Senate of the Kingdom of Cambodia
at the opening of the 8" Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
(APA) under the theme
“Promoting Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue in Asia”
Phnom Penh, 09 December 2015

- Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei HENG SAMRIN, President of the
National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia

- Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Cambodia

- Honorable Mian Raza Rabbani, President of the APA

- H.E Dr. Masoud Islami, Acting Secretary General of APA

- Honorable Colleagues

- Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Senate of the Kingdom of Cambodia, I would like to
extend my warmest welcome to all distinguished guests on the opening of the 8"
Plenary Session of Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA).

Under the theme “Promoting Peace, Reconciliation and Dialogue in
Asia”, this meeting will emphasis our participation and global responsibility in
promoting peace and conflict resolution through peaceful means in Asia and
across the world. Conflicts and violence often have negative effects on mankind,
loss of lives, suffering, separation, destruction and migration impeding progress
and developments in all sectors.

Internal conflicts in one country often have negative impacts on
neighboring countries and whole regions. At the same time, multi-sector
cooperation between countries is often interrupted. Peace, stability and regional
security also come under threat.

Cambodia is a country in Asia that went through civil wars and internal
conflicts for decades. The genocidal regime of the Khmer Rouge totally
destroyed to this country. After the fall of the Khmer Rouge regime in 1979,
civil war in Cambodia did not end yet. Intervention by the United Nations and
international communities to bring full peace and unity to Cambodia had only
partial success. Internal factors, especially national reconciliation was
indispensable factor for bringing peace to the country.



This was what prompted Cambodia to try to overcome obstacles and
challenges by itself through continued dialogue under the format of negotiations
for the sake of national reconciliation. For instance, in 1998, the Head of the
Royal Government introduced “Win-Win” policy to end the internal armed
conflicts that had dragged on in Cambodia for decades. Integration of the Khmer
Rouge military into society was done without bloodshed. This proved to be one
of the biggest efforts in protecting sovereignty and national integrity, ending
conflict through national reconciliation and bringing full peace to the country
and the Cambodian people.

These factors opened a new chapter for Cambodian history filled with
new images of rapid development and regained national prestige under regional
and global frameworks.

Samdech, Honorable Members of Parliaments, Excellencies, Ladies
and Gentlemen

Peace is the most important factor for the survival of the people and
national development. At present, Cambodia is able to develop and build the
country with an average economic growth of 7 percent annually. Due to the fact
that Cambodia has attained full peace, security, national unity and political
stability, Cambodian people are now living without fears and enjoying all rights
including the right to engage in politics according to their wishes.

Being a peace-loving country and a member of the United Nations,
Cambodia has been actively engaging in international security and peace-
keeping activities by sending peace keeping forces and demining squads to
several countries under the UN umbrella. Therefore, to preserve this hard-earned
peace and stability, Cambodia is committed to upholding its multiparty liberal
democracy and culture of dialogue which are the basic foundation of promoting
peace and national reconciliation.

Dialogue and national reconciliation are the only way to end conflicts
peacefully. In this regard, the Parliament has an important role to play in the
process.

Under the constitution, Parliament is an institution that approves and
rejects a country from going to war. Besides the role of representation and
overseeing the implementation of government’s national and international
policies, Parliament also has another role, the legislative role. The manner in
which this role is played will determine the future and destiny of a country.
Effective legislation that can prevent conflicts is so crucial that parliamentarians
and political parties should be inspired to work together to seek consensus and
common goals for greater national interests.



On top of that, Parliamentary Diplomacy is one of the latest trends in this
era effectively contributing to promoting peace and reconciliation in the region
and across the world. This mechanism promotes both technical and political
cooperation in either bilateral or multilateral frameworks. Parliamentary
interaction can be done through exchanges of visits and dialogues in area such
as security and mutual interest with the aim of strengthening friendship,-
stability, peace, security and cooperation.

In the Cambodian context, the transformation from a unicameral to
bicameral parliament through the establishment of the Cambodian Senate in
1999 was a system of checks-and-balances which significantly and effectively
contributed to national reconciliation and strengthening of rule of law.
Additionally, the bicameral system in Cambodia also helps to promote
representative role, quality of legislation and good governance, particularly in
strengthening of democracy at the sub national level. On the other hand, our
decentralization and de-concentration policy is a key factor behind national
harmonization and a link that ensures movement of power from the central to
the local government and vice versa.

Lastly, I deeply hope that this 8™ Plenary Session of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly achieves great success and fruitful results so our
parliaments are more aware of their roles in contributing to peace building as
well as national and international reconciliation for the sake of development and

prosperity.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish our international delegates
and guests a safe and pleasant stay in the Kingdom of Angkor.

I would also like to wish Samdech, Honorable Colleagues, Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen the best of health, happiness and success.

Thank you



